
Material Guide
These materials were created with help from, and for the use of, teachers just like you!
Similar resources can be found here: motheducation.org
This, and all published resources, are the result of collaborative efforts made by teachers participating in MothEd. 
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This material guide is meant to provide links and suggestions for teachers to source their own materials for use in the MothEd project. This list is not comprehensive and exists as a living document as product availability will vary. If you have any questions or requests about these or additional resources, please direct those inquiries to: news@motheducation.org

Use the clickable links below to quickly navigate to applicable materials.

Trap Building Materials
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Tools
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Foam (for Pinning Boards)
Display Box
Supplementary Resources
Reading Resources: K - 5
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Reference Resources
Other Resources

[bookmark: _rld6dhgh8c6m]

[bookmark: _n2hz5q4bfp6x]Trap Building Materials
[bookmark: _s8akvdkuyzar]
[bookmark: _hjtf1ilskl5p]Lights
· UV Keychain Lights (100 pc.) - Amazon
· UV Blacklight Striplight (2 pc.) - Amazon
· 5,000 mAh Power Bank (2 pc.) - Amazon
[bookmark: _c1ekkkjfc2sh]
[bookmark: _p99qw39tpcm5]Tools
· Heavy Duty ¼ in. Hole Punch - Amazon
· Polyester Mesh Screen (for pesticides) - Amazon
· Plastic Twist Ties (1000 pc.) - Amazon
· Hotshot Pesticide Strip (2 pc.) - Amazon
· Binder Clips (144 pc.) - Amazon
· Heavy Duty Tape (3 pc.) - Amazon
[bookmark: _27rcjtttsb1]
[bookmark: _s1luz7sopzpc]Pinning Materials
· Insect Pins (size #2) (100 pc.) - Amazon
· Safety Forceps (10 pc.) - Amazon
[bookmark: _vnpcnf849fq1]
[bookmark: _t81zv9ylttan]

[bookmark: _v77i3c7g1o2q]Alternative Sourcing
We recognize that some materials used in the implementation of MothEd requires recycled materials which may pose a challenge depending on your location, situation, and student demographics. Below are some tips we’ve collected from other wonderful teachers for sourcing materials while avoiding unnecessary spending with limited budgets. 
[bookmark: _wu9jll4yi4mk]
[bookmark: _t07wslb6zlzy]Pins
· Traditional insect pins are usually stainless steel or enamel coated, this is to prevent rusting over time. These pins come in sizes from #00 (tiny) to #5 (thick), we suggest #2 pins for kids because they are not so thin that they bend but not too thick to destroy small specimen. 
· Sewing pins (like those you can find at most craft stores) can be used when insect specific pins are difficult to source. It should be noted that these pins tend to be thicker than is ideal and will react with the insects as they dry and won’t hold up over time. These pins may prove more accessible to students that find the small heads of the insect pins difficult to hold or pick up. 
[bookmark: _pkc0tlgva1o9]
[bookmark: _2pn6x0qyualt]Bottles
· Asking students, families, and other members within your schools to donate 2L bottles is successful for some teachers and not for others
· We have had success contacting local recycling plants and soda bottling facilities, often we end up getting too many bottles in these cases. This option will depend on the recycling or bottling plants near to you.
· Recycle or Freecycle groups online may host communities that would love to donate to your classroom.
[bookmark: _ntk8lv8j7qsv]
[bookmark: _as7xmxvjb8l4]Foam (for Pinning Boards)
· Asking friends and family members or student families to save styrofoam from their furniture or big-box purchases.
· Let your custodians know that you’re looking for styrofoam, they tend to be excited to help out and can catch styrofoam before it leaves your buildings. 
· In situations where free foam cannot be sourced, foam insulation from any big hardware store (like this) works really well in a pinch. 

[bookmark: _x9lte67x6o5p]Display Box
· Any cardboard box can be made into a display box by repurposing a sheet of clear plastic, or creating a window with packing tape, to create a display window. Tissue boxes, shoe boxes from back-to-school shopping, or the lids to the boxes of paper that are delivered to schools are great candidates. 
· With a small budget available, these pastry boxes can serve as display cases with a layer of foam placed at the bottom.
· If you are hoping to create a classroom collection and/or have the budget for a larger, more permanent display box there are several options online. For example, these medium carboard and acrylic cases or these larger wood and glass boxes. 

[bookmark: _hp2dhyqkn09e]

[bookmark: _fkkbki8j2ebd]Supplementary Resources
[bookmark: _40upsirw8rr0]
[bookmark: _w2md168yay2n]Reading Resources: K - 5
	Title
Author
	Recommended Uses by MothEd Teachers
	Link

	Not a Butterfly Alphabet Book
Jerry Pallotta & Shennen Bersani
	Example to be used for making a classroom moth alphabet book.
	Amazon

	Moth & Butterfly: Ta Da!
Dev Petty & Ana Aranda
	Use to compare and contrast butterflies and moths with a venn diagram.
	Amazon

	A Luna Moth’s Life
John Himmelman
	Demonstrates the life cycle of a moth.
	Thrift Books

	Eyewitness Books: Butterfly & Moth
Paul Whalley
	A good non-fiction reference book.
	Amazon

	Oscar and the Moth: A Book About Light and Dark
Geoff Waring
	Used to learn about and create a poster for animals that create light in their own bodies.
	Amazon

	You’re Invited to a Moth Ball: A Nighttime Insect Celebration
Loree Burns & Ellen Harasimowicz
	Explains how moths can be caught at home, including a catch-and-release method.
	Amazon

	An Extraordinary Ordinary Moth
Karlin Gray, Steliyana Doneva, & Tamara Ryan
	A great resource for early in the school year and/or supporting social emotional learning
	Amazon

	What’s Inside a Caterpillar Cocoon?: And Other Questions About Moths & Butterflies
Rachel Ignotofsky
	Provides a good overview of lifecycle, moth vs. butterfly comparisons, and general information to touch base on throughout the year
	Amazon

	Moth: An Evolution Story
Isabel Thomas & Daniel Egnéus
	Discusses moth survival and evolution for younger students
	Amazon



[bookmark: _2hbfl3em3p6r]Reading Resources: 6 - 12
	Title
Author
	Recommended Uses by MothEd Teachers
	Link

	The Beauty of Moths and Butterflies
Guy K McCann
	Great picture book so that students can see a variety of moths and butterflies. Book 1 of 3.
	Amazon


[bookmark: _r6w74qm46zrh]
[bookmark: _y6d4o0vb74mh]Reference Resources
These references are intended for hobbyists and may not be written at an appropriate level for students, but provide excellent photos and descriptions of moths that may be local to you.
· Peterson Field Guide to Moths
· Northeastern North America - Amazon
· Southeastern North America - Amazon
· Smithsonian Handbook to Moths and Butterflies - Amazon
[bookmark: _b6ldvksb9f8e]Other Resources
· Moth Adult Coloring Book - Amazon
· Good for on-the-fly use and time-filling
· Moth Mania: Fun and Facts - Amazon
· Activity pages that could be picked out and given to students who finished early
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